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Red Tide Fishing
Fishing beneath the bloom can be extremely productive
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In most cases, algae bloom gravitates the top 6 feet of the surface of marine waters, below that
fish will gravitate holding regardless of tide depth. If the bloomis prolific enough salmonids will
hold near the fringes of it or go to the next estuary in closest proximity. Scientists have recently
discovered, in the last decade, that in the absence of access to natal streams anadromous species

of fish will migrate inland to the next closest freshwater in order to complete their spawning
cycle.

When the saltwater is dirty brown most fishermen assume that some kind of toxic spill has taken
place and abandon estuary fishing al together. Algae-bloom, also known as Red Tide, is created
when algae becomes prolific enough to blossom in the uppermost recesses of surface currents.
Red Tide istoxic to humans but not to the shell-fish that it infects, however, fishing can be done
even in the presence of it. Asthe bloom reaches the surface of water it dies and becomes toxic by
the time the decaying material reaches the ocean floor, but the depth of the decay is almost never
deeper than 6 feet. Fish know to avoid the entire depth of the decaying flora and to most
fishermen that means no fish because they don't jump; that is not the case. Fish will not penetrate
the bloom but they are still in the area, provided the depth is great enough to alow them to.
Fishing beneath the bloom can be extremely productive. Baits and fluttering lures, not to mention
jigs, can be very productive. The pressure that most fishermen exert in the estuarine environment
compl etely disappears when the fish stop jumping; which makesit optimal for the intrepid
fisherman willing to get out there when no else dares. Get the bait and lures about a foot of the
seafloor before either jigging the lures or holding the bait. In no time at all fish of a myriad of
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sorts will be tugging at the line. Anglers should be prepared for bottom fish as well as salmon and
sharks. In some cases the bites will be so often that the leader should be either braided line or
steel cable to deter line-abrasion; or you will lose fish. When routinely hooking into rockfish at
deeper levels, take care to reel in dower than normal so the swim-bladder of some fish don't
protrude out of the mouths. Contrary to popular beliefs, pricking the swim bladder of those fish
released is a death sentence. Bulging eyes are indicators that the catch has been brought up to
quickly. If itislegal to do so; anglers with the true sportsman disposition will keep the catch.
Putting back a dead fish is not sportsman-like at al. Fish caught during ared tide are just as tasty
and non-toxic as with any other fish at any other time. It's agreat time to fish and in most cases
you'll be the only one out on the water. Good fishing.
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